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A Level History 
Welcome to A Level History. We are looking forward to teaching you these fascinating topics from September and have designed 
bridging work that will prepare you for the start of the course. 

Your A-Level Course has four different components: 
1. Paper 1: USA (30%) – Year 12 
2. Paper 2: South Africa (20%) – Year 12 
3. Paper 3: Empire (30%) – Year 13 
4. Coursework (20%) – Year 13 

 
Please find below the bridging work that all students must complete before the course starts. Paper 1 p1-6 and Paper 2 p7-13 
 

Paper 1: In Search of the American Dream: The USA c.1917-96 

Task 1: American History 

Choose one of the topics from the list below. Use the question to help research the topic. From your research either: 

• Produce an infographic like this https://www.britannica.com/study/atomic-bombing-of-hiroshima (Canva 
https://www.canva.com/create/infographics/ is good for this) or  

• Produce a one-page A4 summary that can be given as a handout 

Choose one of these 10 topics for task 1: 

1. Migration and settlement - Historians estimate that the first settlers on the continent we now call America arrived about 
12,000 years ago. Who were they, how did they get there and who are their descendants? 

2. European ‘discovery’ of America - Who were the first Europeans to ‘discover’ America (at least two different claims)? When 
did this happen and with what consequences? 

3. Pilgrim Fathers - Who were the Pilgrim Fathers? Where did they come from, why did they leave and where did they settle? 

https://www.britannica.com/study/atomic-bombing-of-hiroshima
https://www.canva.com/create/infographics/
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4. Slavery - What strategies did enslaved people employ to resist, revolt, and sustain their own independent communities and 
cultures? 

5. American Revolution - How did the colonists manage to triumph in their battle for independence despite Great Britain’s 
military might? 

6. Declaration of Independence - In what ways does the United States Constitution manifest the principles of both republican 
and democratic forms of government? In what ways does it deviate from those principles? 

7. Manifest Destiny - Describe the philosophy of Manifest Destiny. What effect did it have on Americans’ westward migration? 
How might the different groups that migrated have sought to apply this philosophy to their individual circumstances? 

8. Civil War - Why did the North prevail in the Civil War? What might have turned the tide of the war against the North? 
9. Gilded Age - How does the term “Gilded Age” characterize American society in the late nineteenth century? In what ways is 

this characterization accurate or inaccurate? 
10. Foreign Policy - Describe the United States’ movement from isolationism to expansion-mindedness in the final decades of 

the nineteenth century. What ideas and philosophies underpinned this transformation? 

 
Task 2: The structure of the US government 
 

• Read through the information on the structure of the US government below.  
• Create an annotated diagram that explains how the US government works. Ensure that your annotations are detailed, 

showing the relationship between and powers of the sections of the government.  
 
For further information, use the following interactive guide (this is a few years old!): 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/shared/spl/hi/americas/04/us_election/govt_system/html/introduction.stm 

 
The United States is a republic, which means that the people hold the power and they elect representatives to decide what to do with 
it. It is also a federal country, meaning that powers are divided between central government and those in the individual states. 
Although these powers have changed over time, the US constitution originally only gave certain powers to the federal government. 
Many government services are still the responsibility of state governments. Each state elects a governor and politicians to sit in the 
Senate and House of Representatives - the two chambers of the legislature. 
 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/shared/spl/hi/americas/04/us_election/govt_system/html/introduction.stm
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Key points 
• The framers of the US Constitution structured government so that the three branches of government have separate powers. 

The branches must both cooperate and compete to enact policy. 
• Each of the branches has the power to check the other two, which ensures that no one branch can become too powerful and 

that government as a whole is constrained. 
• This structure ensures that the people’s will is represented by allowing citizens multiple access points to influence public 

policy, and removing officials who abuse their power. 
 
The structure of US government: separation of powers 
 
By the late 1780s, it had become clear that the first governmental system of the United States, the Articles of Confederation, wasn’t 
working. The central government under the Articles lacked a strong executive and a method for resolving disputes at the national 
level. 
 
But adding a strong executive branch to the US government might pose the opposite problem. Would an executive, wielding the 
power of the army, become too powerful? Would a federal government with more power overall soon become tyrannical? 
 
At the Constitutional Convention, the Framers debated these issues. Their ultimate solution was to separate the powers of 
government among three branches—legislative, executive, and judicial—so that each branch had to cooperate with the others in 
order to accomplish policymaking goals. For example, although the executive branch commands the military, only the legislative 
branch can declare war and make funds available to pay and provision the army. Therefore, both the legislative branch (Congress) 
and the executive branch (the president) must consent for the United States to go to war. 
 
Accordingly, each branch of government has unique powers. As the branch most responsive to the will of the people (who elect its 
members), Congress has the power to pass laws, declare war, ratify treaties, and levy taxes. The executive branch conducts foreign 
affairs and commands the armed forces. The judicial branch interprets the laws of Congress and the actions of the President to 
determine whether they are constitutional. 
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The structure of US government: checks and balances 
 
In addition to separating powers among the branches, the Framers gave each branch the power to check, or stop, the actions of the 
other two branches in meaningful ways. For example, the president has the power to veto, or reject, laws made by Congress. But 
Congress can balance out that power in its turn by overriding the president’s veto with a two-thirds vote. 
This system of checks and balances keeps each branch of government from overstepping its bounds, and consequently, the federal 
government itself from becoming too powerful. 
 
The structure of US government: Local, state and federal government:  
 
The USA has 3 major layers of government: local, state and federal. The various local governments around the country deal with local 
issues like managing schools, parks and rubbish collection. In 2012 there were over 89,000 different local governments across the 
USA. Each US state has its own government as well, and these are much more powerful. They can raise or lower taxes and create new 
state laws. Each state is run by a Governor. The federal government manages the whole country, sets national laws and deals with 
international affairs. 
 
Federal Government 
 
Federal power is divided into three separate branches of government - the president and his cabinet (the Executive), the two chambers 
of the US Congress (the Legislature) and the courts (Judiciary). 
 
The president's main function is to enforce the law by running the federal government. He also proposes laws and the annual budget 
to Congress, is commander-in-chief of the US armed forces, and is broadly responsible for foreign policy. He can also veto bills passed 
in the Congress, although that veto can be overridden if two-thirds of the Congress vote against it. The president is elected every four 
years but cannot serve more than two terms. His cabinet members are not elected and are not normally members of Congress. They 
have to leave Congress to join the cabinet. 
 
The Congress is responsible for passing laws and the budget. It has two chambers - the Senate and the House of Representatives. The 
two chambers share the power to declare war, while the Senate must approve treaties agreed to by the president. Senators must also 
approve the appointment of judges and many government officials. Every state has two senators, but the number of members of the 
House depends on the population. For example, a state like Wyoming with a small population has two senators and just one member 
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of the House, while a state like California with a huge population still has two senators, but 43 members of the House. In total there 
are 100 Senators and 435 members of the House of Representatives. 
 
The third part of government is the courts system - known as the Judiciary. The Supreme Court has nine judges who decide whether 
laws passed are in line with the constitution. The judges are nominated by the president and have to be approved by the Senate. They 
are extremely powerful positions. The judges are appointed for life, so a vacancy can only arise through the death, resignation, 
retirement, or impeachment of a sitting judge. 
 

Task 3: Wider Engagement 
Read: An interesting article on the state of The American Dream, a concept you will need to be very familiar with  
https://www.bushcenter.org/catalyst/state-of-the-american-dream/churchwell-history-of-the-american-dream  
 
Watch: Part one of a 15 part documentary charting the rise of America as a superpower in the 20 th century 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dssfiPirT2U 
 
Listen: A 15 minute podcast on America’s entry into World War One https://15minutehistory.org/podcast/episode-12-americas-
entry-in-to-world-war-i/  
  
If you have any questions about the USA work, please speak to Mr Scott. 
  

https://www.bushcenter.org/catalyst/state-of-the-american-dream/churchwell-history-of-the-american-dream
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dssfiPirT2U
https://15minutehistory.org/podcast/episode-12-americas-entry-in-to-world-war-i/
https://15minutehistory.org/podcast/episode-12-americas-entry-in-to-world-war-i/
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Paper 2: South Africa 1948-94: from apartheid state to ‘rainbow nation’ 

Task 1: Written Task 

• Please read through ALL the information from the textbook at the end of this booklet (p9-13). 
• Complete ALL tasks on a separate sheet of lined paper. 

This content covers life in South Africa prior to 1948. This contextual background information will enable you to understand the 
background to the apartheid state which we will study in September. 

Task 2: Wider engagement Task 

Please watch, listen to, or read at least ONE of the following before starting the A Level History Course in September. 

Films 

If you have a subscription to Sky or Netflix at home, it is worth checking if these are showing on there before paying to view these 
films. 

1. Cry Freedom (1987) starring Denzel Washington - Available to buy on Amazon Prime Video 
2. Mandela: Long Walk to Freedom (2013) Starring Idris Elba - Available to buy on YouTube OR buy/rent on Amazon Prime Video 
3. Invictus (2010) Starring Morgan Freeman - Available to buy on Amazon Prime Video 
4. Escape from Pretoria (2020) Starring Daniel Radcliffe - Available on Amazon or Sky Movies 

Podcasts 

Some of these podcasts are available directly from websites so you do not need Apple Podcast or Spotify accounts to access them. 

1. ‘History of Apartheid’ by Anti-Apartheid legacy. 
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This podcast has been designed around the Edexcel A-level history exam specifications. 
https://antiapartheidlegacy.org.uk/resources/podcasts/history-apartheid-
podcasts/#:~:text=The%20'History%20of%20Apartheid'%20podcast,through%20conversations%20with%20leading%20historians. 

2. Apartheid: everything you wanted to know History Extra podcast 

3. A History of Apartheid in South Africa (7 part series) The British Anti –Apartheid movement 
https://www.aamarchives.org/resources/news-events/new-podcast-series-a-history-of-apartheid-in-south-africa.html 

Books 

1. Trevor Noah: Born a Crime (2016) - Free pdf copy via this link below: https://pursuitofdiversity.wordpress.com/wp-
content/uploads/2018/06/born-a-crime-trevor-noah.pdf  

2. Mandela : Long Walk to Freedom (2013) - Available in our school library! 

3. Donald Woods, Biko (1996) - Amazon – check to see if used copies are cheaper before adding to your cart! 

Useful Websites 

1. Apartheid Museum https://www.apartheidmuseum.org/ 

2. South Africa: Overcoming Apartheid https://overcomingapartheid.msu.edu/unit.php?id=65-24E-2 

3. Apartheid 101 Thoughtco. https://www.thoughtco.com/apartheid-101-overview-43438 

If you have any questions about the A Level History South Africa course, please speak to Mrs Ashraf. 

See you in September. Until then, Amandla! Mrs Ashraf 

  

https://antiapartheidlegacy.org.uk/resources/podcasts/history-apartheid-podcasts/#:~:text=The%20'History%20of%20Apartheid'%20podcast,through%20conversations%20with%20leading%20historians
https://antiapartheidlegacy.org.uk/resources/podcasts/history-apartheid-podcasts/#:~:text=The%20'History%20of%20Apartheid'%20podcast,through%20conversations%20with%20leading%20historians
https://www.aamarchives.org/resources/news-events/new-podcast-series-a-history-of-apartheid-in-south-africa.html
https://pursuitofdiversity.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/born-a-crime-trevor-noah.pdf
https://pursuitofdiversity.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/born-a-crime-trevor-noah.pdf
https://www.apartheidmuseum.org/
https://overcomingapartheid.msu.edu/unit.php?id=65-24E-2
https://www.thoughtco.com/apartheid-101-overview-43438
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